


At first glance, the Vision described in this document may sound like yet another

attempt by dreamers and do-gooders to reinvent our city. Planning for a more
inclusive future might seem like the right thing to do but too big a challenge to
tackle head on.

But DC has what it takes. We have the resources in this city to actually achieve
this goal. We have the brainpower, the cultural resources, the economic vitality,
and the human spirit to create real change. We have a legacy of grass roots deci-
sion-making and a commitment to social equity. As the nation’s capital, cities
across America should look to us as a model of what can be.

The question is not whether we can create an inclusive city,
but whether we have the will to make it happen.
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A Vision Becomes a Reality:
The Anacostia Waterfront is Transformed

The Anacostia
Waterfront Initiative

The Anacostia Waterfront Initiative
(AWI) illustrates how the principles
outlined in this Vision can help us
grow more inclusively. Through

a series of bold and exciting moves,
the AWI will create successful
neighborhoods, increase access

to education and jobs, and connect

the whole city.

The Anacostia River was pivotal to the
birth of our city. Yet over the years its
14-mile shoreline became our city's
most underutilized resource. An innova-
tive partnership between the Federal
and DC governments, residents, busi-
nesses, and other institutions is now
underway to put the riverfront back on
the map. In the decades ahead, it will
be transformed into a world-class
waterfront that rivals San Francisco,
Boston, and Chicago.

The AWI will create strong new waterfront neigh-
borhoods on both sides of the Anacostia River.
New mixed income housing will create afford-
able rental and ownership opportunities for DC
residents. New shops, restaurants, and public
facilities will create dynamic neighborhood cen-
ters. New neighborhood parks and open spaces
will provide much-needed places to play and
enjoy nature. The rise of these neighborhoods
will lift adjacent neighborhoods to new prosperi-
ty and pride.
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The AWI will bring economic opportunities to
thousands of DC residents. It will provide new
locations for schools, colleges, and institutions.
More than 25 sites for new museums and monu-
ments will attract visitors beyond the National
Mall. The potential for millions of square feet of
office and retail space will be created in new
riverfront business districts, generating jobs and
expanding our tax base.

The Anacostia River will become DC'’s great
common ground. It will connect the city with dis-
tinct new public spaces, parks, bridges, and
infrastructure. This is perhaps the most unique
public benefit of the AWI. Established neighbor-
hoods will be connected to the riverfront by new
trails and the removal of access barriers. More
than 1,800 acres of open space along the river
will unify east and west and provide amenities
for the entire city to enjoy.
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becomes a more
dynamic neighborhood, with 800 new homes,
more than 550,000 square feet of retail, office,
and cultural space, 400 new hotel rooms, and
waterfront promenades and plazas.

helps transform the
South Capitol Street corridor into a great urban
boulevard, creating a dramatic work of art and
engineering while improving connections across
the Anacostia River.
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between neighborhoods, jobs; and people:

emerges as a vibrant
residential and commercial center, with up to
4,000 new homes and 20,000 new jobs for
DC residents and others, along with new parks
and open spaces that people from across the
city can enjoy.

is redeveloped as a new neigh-
borhood, with over 1,000 new residences, up to
800,000 square feet of cultural facilities, and
new riverfront gathering places.

connects DC
residents to new job centers east of the
river and Downtown.

across the Anacostia are
created, catalyzing investment on both sides of
the river and improving access to the shoreline.

becomes a new city
neighborhood with 800 new homes and
1.6 million square feet of office, health care,
and public facilities.

are restored,
and water quality and wetland improvements
provide a cleaner and more active river.

makes the
riverfront safe and welcoming to pedestrians
and cyclists.
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A Call to Action

In addition to the Anacostia Waterfront Initiative, other programs
are moving us closer to becoming a more inclusive city

STRATEGIC NEIGHBORHOOD ACTION PLANS (SNAPS)
have empowered residents and provided a tool for citizens
to prioritize improvements in their neighborhoods.

THE HOME AGAIN PROGRAM is helping

to restore abandoned buildings, preserve historic row

houses, create affordable housing, and provide home /\"1
ownership opportunities for residents. ‘_,-""" :
il
THE RESTORE DC PROGRAM is assisting .--""IIr
small businesses, breathing new life into rd T ?
neighborhood shopping districts, and # ( " J
providing retail services and jobs for # =) # Y
DC residents. \

THE NEIGHBORHOOD
SERVICES INITIA-
TIVE (NSI) is forging
partnerships between
residents and District
agencies to make all of our
neighborhoods clean, safe,
and healthy.

Major DC Initiatives

[0 Restore DC/Main Street

[ SNIP

L =¥ Home again

. " Transit-oriented development
e Transformation schools

THE STRATEGIC NEIGHBORHOOD
INVESTMENT PROGRAM (SNIP) is priori-
tizing investments in our neighborhoods and
leveraging private investment with public funds
in emerging areas.
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THE TRANSFORMATION SCHOOLS INITIATIVE is helping
to modernize our schools, revitalize neighborhoods, and create
new community anchors.

NEW NEIGHBORHOODS are being planned in places like
St. Elizabeths and Hill East and commercial revitalization

programs are rejuvenating H Street NE, Georgia Avenue NW,
'-Z'_~__1 and other corridors.

-"'ﬁ.\ TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT is being

Bicycle Master Plan has been completed,

i e "\ a Transportation Vision Plan is nearing

- .Y completion, and new light rail lines

are being studied.

A COMPREHENSIVE
HOUSING STRATEGY
is being developed to pro-
mote affordable housing and
our Housing Trust Fund has
reached an all-time high.

AREA PLANS are being developed for
#. " neighborhoods across the city.

PARTNERSHIPS between the City and anchor
institutions are being created to link residents to
job opportunities, improve our schools, and expand
neighborhood services.

This Vision provides a framework to expand upon these initiatives. As noted in the
Introduction, the Vision will be used to guide a revision of our Comprehensive Plan.
That is an important step in the journey toward a more inclusive city.

But the Vision should also be used to guide other long-range planning programs, and

it should provide the foundation for new City initiatives. The Vision should be used to
encourage institutions across the city—from colleges to hospitals—to become neighbor-
hood champions. It should be used to make social equity a goal not only in the District
of Columbia but across the Washington region.

A CALL TO ACTION

We must work together to succeed

LINKING OUR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT DECISIONS TO CITY PLANS.

LINKING OUR LONG-RANGE PLANS.

A STRONGER LINK BETWEEN PLANNING AND ZONING.

COORDINATING DISTRICT AND FEDERAL PLANNING.




How You Can Help

At the Citywide Level To Create Successful Neighborhoods

SHARING RESPONSIBILITY BY HELPING TO HOUSE PEOPLE IMPROVING THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS.

GETTING INVOLVED IN THE DISTRICT'S COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN REVISION.

HELPING TO PROTECT THE HISTORIC RESOURCES

CLEANING UP OUR NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS AND OPEN
SPACES.

BECOMING A NEIGHBORHOOD LEADER.

ADVOCATING FOR MIXED INCOME NEIGHBORHOODS
ACROSS THE CITY AND IN YOUR OWN NEIGHBORHOOD.

REVITALIZING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL
CORRIDOR.
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How You Can Help

To Increase Access to Education and Employment To Connect the Whole City

LINKING YOUR EMPLOYER WITH A SPECIALTY HIGH SCHOOL. IMPROVING THE ANACOSTIA WATERFRONT.

TUTORING A CHILD OR AN ADULT 0
PARTICIPATING IN PUBLIC MEETINGS

. VISITING AND PROMOTING THE FORT CIRCLE PARKS.

ADOPTING A LOCAL SCHOOL.
INSTALLING BIKE RACKS

GETTING INVOLVED IN REGIONAL ISSUES ADVOCATING FOR VOTING RIGHTS
TEACHING DC ADULTS

SHOPPING IN YOUR CITY.




In the years to come, the choices and contributions
we make—individually and collectively—will determine
whether we ultimately fulfill this vision.

It is up to all of us to plan for the city we want to live in
today and leave behind for future generations tomorrow.

It is up to all of us to work together to finally grow an
inclusive city for all our residents to enjoy, tomorrow
and long after we are gone.



